OF   THE   EAST   INDIES                                       IlJ

In Anno 1703. I was bound fiom Swat to Amoy, and off the Maccoa
Islands, in the Month of August., I met with a severe Hurricane. We had
visible Signs of an approaching Storm bcfoie it came, the Air was in
great Agitation by much Lightning continually flashing, but no Thunder
nor Rain. We prepared for its coining fiom Noon to Sunset, making every
Thing in the Ship fast, our Yards loweied as low as conveniently they
could be, and our Sails made fast with Coils of small Ropes, besides their
usual furling Lines. At Nine m the Night it laid 0111 Ship's Gunnel under
Water, and I wisht our Main-mast had been away, which about Ten
was effected, and it carried om Mizzen-mast along with it. On its
going over board our Ship came to Rights a little, and her lee Gunnel
was clear of the Water, but much Water getting down at the Hatches, we
had five Foot Water in the Ship, and no Possibility of getting it out by
pumping, for our Mam-mast breaking in the Parteneis of the LIpper-deck,
disabled both our Pumps. About Midnight we had cleatcd the Ship of
the Mam and Mizzen-masts, by cutting the Rigging that kept them fast
to the Ship. By this Time the Wind had shifted from North-east to South-
east, and had rather mci eased than asswagcd, and those two Winds had
put the Sea in two violent Motions; however, we got our Ship before the
Wind, but broaching too brought her Head almost to the Sea, which
met her so violently, that it broke quite over the Ship, carrying away our
Fore-mast and Boltspiit, two Anchors fiom the lee Bough, three great
Guns of twenty two Hundred each, with our Pinnace and Yole. We soon
cleared ourselves of the Anchors, by cutting the Cables, and, before Day,
we were quit of our Fore-mast and Boltspiit. About Eight in the Morning
the Storm abated, and at Ten I called over the Muster-roll, and found
none wanting, but between seventy and eighty bruised and wounded,
who were carefully drest by our Surgeons, and all recovered. The Sea
continued turbulent, but we having two spare Top-masts, rigg'd them
up, and having sav'd our Mizzen-yard and Ensign-staff, fitted them for
Yards, to which we bent Sails, and stood towards the Land, and, before it
was dark, anchored near some Islands called Les Mhos de Viados by the
Portuguese. Next Morning we had much Trouble to get our Long-boat out
of the Ship. It was about 10 Tuns of Burden, and strongly built; but, after
4 Hours Labour we put it into the Sea, and sent it ashore to try if we could
get a Pilot, but found no Body on that Island; however, they met with
two Pieces of Masts of small Vessels that had been cast on the Islands, and
those they brought with them, which did us very great Service in bringing
us to the Maccao Islands, which were about 15 Leagues from us.

We kept the Boat sounding the Depths before the Ship, till we got about